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Facts:  Antigua and Barbuda reported the United States to the World Trade Organization (WTO) for banning foreign online betting services. Consultations were requested on 13 march 2003, with the dispute panel requested on 12 June same year. On July 21st the panel was established and composed on 25 August same year. On November 2004 the panel report is circulated which finds the United States had errored. The United States appeals the decision but the decision of the panel is upheld by the appellate body on 7th April 2005. The United States fails to comply with the verdict. Antigua applies for authority to retaliate and the permission is granted on 28th July 2013.  
 Issues Involved: The contention was introduction of laws by the United States which prohibited cross- border supply of gambling services. Antigua and Barbuda logged the complaint to the WTO where both countries were members. She argued that the actions of United State to limit free trade was against articles II, VI, VIII, XI, XVI, XVII of GATS. The United States argued that it was not in contravention of the GATS articles and her decision was protected under article of XIV on the Moral defense. Under this provision a country could restrict trade if it will leads to compromise of morality of her citizens. After the United States failed to convince the panel of its assertion, she sought to modify its commitments to exclude gambling services from its recreational services commitment exclusively as provided by article XXI GATS. When the United States failed to comply with the decisions of the appellate body, Antigua applied for permission to retaliate by interrupting some of its obligations under the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS).	
Decision Given : The panel found that the United States was in breach of GATS commitment as betting was included under the subsector- other recreational services excluding sporting. The wire act and other US enacted laws were found to counterproductive to GATS articles XVI: 1 and XVI: 2 which deals with market access. A decision to exercise judicial economy was reached by the panel as found in article XI on payments and transfers and XVII involving national treatment. These decisions were upheld by the appellate body after the US appealed the ruling of the panel. The United States was found non-compliant with the decisions of the panel, the appellate body and the compliance panel. On January 28, 2013 Antigua and Barbuda was granted authorization to suspend obligations and concessions to the United States by the DSB consistent with the decisions of the arbiter.  
My Opinion: The WTO gave a fair judgment. Having signed GATS, the United States was bound to comply with the articles. The reasons raised by the United States on Moral defense are substantial as gambling is addictive. However, the only way to evade conflict with other nations was to modify its GATS agreement to exclude online gambling. They did that and compensated the countries affected according to the treaty. While the remedy given by WTO for reiteration was satisfactory, it was challenging to implement the decision because of other existing trade agreements that protect Intellectual Property, such as the Caribbean Basin Economic Recovery Act and other Paris agreements. 
